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Hall Bookings. hallemyork@rcdmidd.org.uk
14th April 2024 - 3rd Sunday of Easter, Ordinary Time, Yr B

Day and Time  Mass or Service Mass Intention RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS
Sat. 6pm 3rd Sunday of Easter Steve Hardgrave Thursday 6.15 — 6.35pm
Saturdays 5.20-5.50pm
Sun. 10.30am 3rd Sunday of Easter Peter Pax Shortall
ADORATION
Mon. 10am Sheelagh Fitzgerald 6pm — 7pm
All are welcome
Tue. 10am November Dead List
Wed. 2pm Michael Anthony Kelly S R cadsiih
your mobile device to
Thurs. 10am Jess Flint ints. Gaig ol
If you pay tax and would
Fri. 10am Colin & Joyce Beyer ints. ke ggn(s;fétﬂgé:ézase
Fri. 12pm Bar Convent Napoletano
07903 221263
: ial i
Sat. 6pm 4th Sunday of Easter Special Intention Chris Thorpe
Sun. 10.30am  |4th Sunday of Easter People of the Parish Parish Safeguarding Representative:

psrenglishmartyrs@rcdmidd.org.uk,
07711 569880.

NEXT WEEK, 4th Sunday of Easter, Yr B
ANNIVERSARIES, Fr. Patrick Henry, Fr. John Treacy, Steve Hardgrave, Peter Shortall
SVP COLLECTION, £565.87, WEEKLY COLLECTION, £327.73 PLANNED GIVING, £360.40

Next week is Good Shepherd Sunday, a day of Special prayer for Vocations. There will be a special collection for the
Priest Training Fund. Let's remember to pray for all who are at the seminary — especially Chris Carling who was with
us in January.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS,
Sunday 28th April,

CROWNING OF OUR LADY’S STATUE
Sunday 5th May

YORK NEWMAN CIRCLE, Monday 15 April, 10am to 12pm, at the Bar Convent. Brian Hamill, President of the
Newman Association: Marriage and 'Fiducia Supplicans' - the historical context. A talk and discussion about this
recent Vatican document which, controversially, allows blessings for those in irregular unions. Followed by lunch at
the Bar Convent Cafe - booking for lunch essential. For more information and to book lunch please contact
judith.smeaton@btinternet.com

ITALIAN FUNDRAISING EVENING, in aid of York Cuddle Bed Project, Friday 26th April 7pm - In the Church Hall.
Five courses for £15 per Adult £10 per Child. For information see Katy Thorpe or Silvana Poloni or go to:
https://events.addario.uk/ycbp/.

JOB VACANCIES, Lunchtime Supervisors at Our Lady Queen Martyrs School, for more details please see the
website, closing date 26™ April 2024: Current Vacancies & Application Forms | Nicholas Postgate (npcat.org.uk)

WEDNESDAY 16th, 7pm-8pm, Scripture Prayer Meeting, in the presbytery. All are welcome.
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The power of touch

extraordinary. Touch

the release of other feel-
good hormones at the

By Lucy Russell

e might hear the
idiom “out of
touch” about a

person who isn't informed
or doesn’t have the same
ideas as most people
about something. It's also a
phrase which means we no
longer see or communicate
with someone. Being “out
of touch with reality” is
more serious. It describes
a mental state where you
feel detached from your
surroundings which seem
unreal. In these examples
touch itself isn't a feature.

same time as reducing
stress hormones. Physical
contact from someone you
care about makes you feel
safe. Touch is the first sense
we acquire.

As human beings we
have a need to touch and
be touched. It's vital to
successful  relationships,
including our relationship
with God who touches us
through the sacraments
and through the loving
touch of another person.

The Gospel makes clear
that the resurrected Jesus
was truly human. The
reality of Christ’s love is
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tangible. “Tangible” means
being understood by the
sense of touch. Something
that is tangible is physically
real and can be touched.
“See by my hands and
my feet that it is myself”
said Jesus to his confused
and frightened friends.
"Touch me and see for
yourselves...” Touch me
and see. Touch me and
understand. Be informed
of — and in touch with - the
reality of my existence and
my love for you. You are
safe. All will be well.

Lucy Russell is the author of
“Who Do | Say | Am?’, available
from Redemptorist Publications,
www.rpbooks.ca.uk.

“See my hands and my
feet,” Jesus says. To look is
not only to see, it is more;
it also involves intention.
Looking is a first step against
indifference, against the
temptation to look the other
way before the difficulties
and sufferings of others.
To look. Do | see or look at
Jesus?

Pope Francis

The power of touch

By le Foley

The power of human touch can never
be underestimated. Think about the
intimate caress between two lovers
silently conveying their affection for
one another; the gentle handhold

Feast of the week
Sunday 16 April

St Bernadette

of Lourdes
(1844-1879)

St Bernadette had asthma.
Interestingly, her biographers
mention that she suffered
from the condition before
meeting Our Lady at the rock of
Massabielle in Lourdes - and are

silent about any adult asthma
attacks. Did she grow out of it?
Did Bernadette herself receive
the first cure when she obeyed
Our Lady’s instructions to bathe
her face in the muddy pool,
which became the miraculous
spring and future pilgrimage
destination of millions of
people? Was it such a normal
part of her life that biographers
overlook asthma when writing
about Bernadette’s other health
issues which led to her death at
the age of thirty-five?

Anybody who is familiar
with asthma, either personally
or through a family member,
knows the limitations on
activities - including allergenic
foods — and freedoms which
everybody else enjoys.

As we remember St
Bernadette, perhaps it is also
an opportunity to remember
and pray for all those who suffer
from asthma.

communicating the ebbing physical
connection of this world; the firm
hand on the shoulder of the defeated
sports player telling them that they
will rise and compete again.

As a parent of small children,
| think of the kiss that must be
administered to the scuffed knee
making everything better. “Touch me
and see for yourselves” Jesus says. His
resurrection is bodily and real, not

His resurrection is rooted in our
physical world, our world of touch
and intimacy and pain. Our bodies
will be part of the new heaven and
new earth. Our touch matters. How
do we extend that touch here and
now so that it lasts in all eternity?

Neil Foley is a lay missionary with the
Redemptorists in Ireland. He lives in
Wexford with his wife, Helen, and twin girls,
Zélie and Martha, where he also works

Jesus, | want to
see you. Open
my eyes so that

| can see you in
everything that |
say, think and do.
Let me see you in
everybody | meet.

of a nurse caring for a dying patient some lofty idea or ghostly apparition.  fulltime as an environmental scientist. 0 Amen.
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