ADVENT

Behold the Lord will come,
and all his holy ones with him;
and on that day
there will be a great light.
(Entrance Antiphon for Tuesdays 1-3 of Advent cf. Zec.14:5,7)
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
or Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
or The Lord be with you.
All And with your spirit.
PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
Either:
All I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have
greatly sinned in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in
what I have failed to do, (all strike their breast, saying:) through my fault,
through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed
Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and
sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life. All Amen.
P. Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison]. All Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison].
P. Christ, have mercy [Christe, eléison]. All Christ, have mercy [Christe, eléison].
P. Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison]. All Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison].
Or:
P. Have mercy on us, O Lord.
All For we have sinned against you.
P. Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
All And grant us your salvation.
P. May almighty God have mercy on us forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life. All Amen.
P. Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison]. All Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison].
P. Christ, have mercy [Christe, eléison]. All Christ, have mercy [Christe, eléison].
P. Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison]. All Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison].
Or:
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison]. All Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison].
P. You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy [Christe, eléison]. All Christ, have mercy [Christe, eléison].
P. You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison]. All Lord, have mercy [Kýrie, eléison].
P. May almighty God have mercy on us forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life. All Amen.
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COLLECT for the First Sunday of Advent
P. Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ
with righteous deeds at his coming,
so that, gathered at his right hand,
they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
COLLECT for the Second Sunday of Advent
P. Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
COLLECT for the Third Sunday of Advent
P. O God,
who see how your people faithfully await
the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
COLLECT for the Fourth Sunday of Advent
P. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son
was made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Readings For
SUNDAY 1
SUNDAY 2
SUNDAY 3
SUNDAY 4

YEAR A
See p.13
See p.14
See p.16
See p.17

YEAR B
See p.18
See p.20
See p.21
See p.22

YEAR C
See p.24
See p.25
See p.26
See p.28

SYMBOL or PROFESSION OF FAITH (THE CREED)
Either: The Apostles' Creed
All I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.
Or: The Niceno-Constantinopolitan (Nicene) Creed
All I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow.

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
UNIVERSAL PRAYER, that is, The Prayer of the Faithful or Bidding Prayers
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THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS
P. Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received the bread we offer you:
fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become for us the bread of life.
All Blessed be God for ever.
P. Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,
for through your goodness we have received the wine we offer you:
fruit of the vine and work of human hands it will become our spiritual drink.
All Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
The people rise and reply:

All May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of
his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS for the First Sunday of Advent
P. Accept, we pray, O Lord, these offerings we make,
gathered from among your gifts to us,
and may what you grant us to celebrate devoutly here below
gain for us the prize of eternal redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS for the Second Sunday of Advent
P. Be pleased, O Lord, with our humble prayers and offerings,
and, since we have no merits to plead our cause,
come, we pray, to our rescue with the protection of your mercy.
Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS for the Third Sunday of Advent
P. May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray, be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS for the Fourth Sunday of Advent
P. May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify these gifts laid upon your altar,
just as he filled with his power the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
All And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right and just.
Either:
PREFACE I OF ADVENT The two comings of Christ (To 16 December)
P. It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord.
For he assumed at his first coming the lowliness of human flesh,
and so fulfilled the design you formed long ago,
and opened for us the way to eternal salvation,
that, when he comes again in glory and majesty and all is at last made manifest,
we who watch for that day may inherit the great promise
In which now we dare to hope.
And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim:
Or:
PREFACE II OF ADVENT The twofold expectation of Christ (17-24 December)
P. It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, through Christ our Lord.
For all the oracles of the prophets foretold him,
the Virgin Mother longed for him with love beyond all telling,
John the Baptist sang of his coming and proclaimed his presence when he came.
It is by his gift that already we rejoice at the mystery of his Nativity,
so that he may find us watchful in prayer and exultant in his praise.
And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions,
and with all the hosts and Powers of heaven,
we sing the hymn of your glory, as without end we acclaim:
SANCTUS (recite below or sing as directed)
All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
For Eucharistic Prayer I, see page 7
For Eucharistic Prayer II, see page 9
For Eucharistic Prayer III, see page 10
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I
P. To you, therefore, most merciful Father, we make humble prayer and petition
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord: that you accept and bless ϯ these gifts,
these offerings, these holy and unblemished sacrifices, which we offer you firstly
for your holy catholic Church. Be pleased to grant her peace, to guard, unite and
govern her throughout the whole world, together with your servant N. our Pope
and N. our Bishop, and all those who, holding to the truth, hand on the catholic
and apostolic faith.
Remember, Lord, your servants N. and N. and all gathered here, whose faith and
devotion are known to you. For them, we offer you this sacrifice of praise or they
offer it for themselves and all who are dear to them: for the redemption of their
souls, in hope of health and well-being, and paying their homage to you, the
eternal God, living and true.
In communion with those whose memory we venerate, especially the glorious
ever-Virgin Mary, Mother of our God and Lord, Jesus Christ, and blessed Joseph,
her Spouse, your blessed Apostles and Martyrs, Peter and Paul, Andrew,
(James, John, Thomas, James, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Simon and Jude;
Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus, Cornelius, Cyprian, Lawrence, Chrysogonus,
John and Paul, Cosmas and Damian) and all your Saints; we ask that through
their merits and prayers, in all things we may be defended by your protecting
help. (Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
Therefore, Lord, we pray: graciously accept this oblation of our service, that of
your whole family; order our days in your peace, and command that we be
delivered from eternal damnation and counted among the flock of those you have
chosen.
Be pleased, O God, we pray, to bless, acknowledge, and approve this offering in
every respect; make it spiritual and acceptable, so that it may become for us the
Body and Blood of your most beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
On the day before he was to suffer, he took bread in his holy and venerable
hands, and with eyes raised to heaven to you, O God, his almighty Father, giving
you thanks, he said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples,
saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took this precious chalice in his
holy and venerable hands, and once more giving you thanks, he said the
blessing and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE
OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IS IN MEMORY OF ME.
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P. The mystery of faith.
All We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
Or When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.
Or Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.
P. Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion, the
Resurrection from the dead, and the glorious Ascension into heaven of Christ,
your Son, our Lord, we, your servants and your holy people, offer to your glorious
majesty from the gifts that you have given us, this pure victim, this holy victim,
this spotless victim, the holy Bread of eternal life and the Chalice of everlasting
salvation.
Be pleased to look upon these offerings with a serene and kindly countenance,
and to accept them, as once you were pleased to accept the gifts of your servant
Abel the just, the sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith, and the offering of your
high priest Melchizedek, a holy sacrifice, a spotless victim.
In humble prayer we ask you, almighty God: command that these gifts be borne
by the hands of your holy Angel to your altar on high in the sight of your divine
majesty, so that all of us, who through this participation at the altar receive the
most holy Body and Blood of your Son, may be filled with every grace and
heavenly blessing. (Through Christ our Lord. Amen.)
Remember also, Lord, your servants N. and N., who have gone before us with
the sign of faith and rest in the sleep of peace. Grant them, O Lord, we pray, and
all who sleep in Christ, a place of refreshment, light and peace. (Through Christ
our Lord. Amen.)
To us, also, your servants, who, though sinners, hope in your abundant mercies,
graciously grant some share and fellowship with your holy Apostles and Martyrs:
with John the Baptist, Stephen, Matthias, Barnabas,(Ignatius, Alexander,
Marcellinus, Peter, Felicity, Perpetua, Agatha, Lucy, Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia)
and all your Saints; admit us, we beseech you, into their company, not weighing
our merits, but granting us your pardon, through Christ our Lord.
Through whom you continue to make all these good things, O Lord; you sanctify
them, fill them with life, bless them, and bestow them upon us.
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
For The Communion Rite, see page 10
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II
P. You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of all holiness. Make holy, therefore, these
gifts, we pray, by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall, so that
they may become for us the Body and ϯ Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.
At the time he was betrayed and entered willingly into his Passion, he took bread
and, giving thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice and, once more
giving thanks, he gave it to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE
OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IS IN MEMORY OF ME.
P. The mystery of faith.
All We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
Or When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.
Or Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.
P. Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of his Death and Resurrection, we offer
you, Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation, giving thanks that you
have held us worthy to be in your presence and minister to you. Humbly we pray
that, partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ, we may be gathered into one by
the Holy Spirit.
Remember, Lord, your Church, spread throughout the world, and bring her to the
fullness of charity, together with N. our Pope and N. our Bishop and all the clergy.
Remember also our brothers and sisters who have fallen asleep in the hope of
the resurrection, and all who have died in your mercy: welcome them into the
light of your face.
Have mercy on us all, we pray, that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
with blessed Joseph, her Spouse, with the blessed Apostles, and all the Saints
who have pleased you throughout the ages, we may merit to be coheirs to
eternal life, and may praise and glorify you through your Son, Jesus Christ.
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
For The Communion Rite, see page 10
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III
P. You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you praise,
for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the Holy
Spirit, you give life to all things and make them holy, and you never cease to
gather a people to yourself, so that from the rising of the sun to its setting a pure
sacrifice may be offered to your name.
Therefore, O Lord, we humbly implore you: by the same Spirit graciously make
holy these gifts we have brought to you for consecration, that they may become
the Body and ϯ Blood of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, at whose command we
celebrate these mysteries. For on the night he was betrayed he himself took
bread, and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it
to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT,
FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.
In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice, and, giving you
thanks, he said the blessing, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE
OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT,
WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE
FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IS IN MEMORY OF ME.
P. The mystery of faith.
All We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection until you come again.
Or When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.
Or Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.
P. Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion of your
Son, his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we look
forward to his second coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living
sacrifice.
Look, we pray, upon the oblation of your Church and, recognizing the sacrificial
Victim by whose death you willed to reconcile us to yourself, grant that we, who
are nourished by the Body and Blood of your Son and filled with his Holy Spirit,
may become one body, one spirit in Christ.
May he make of us an eternal offering to you, so that we may obtain an
inheritance with your elect, especially with the most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother
of God, with blessed Joseph, her Spouse, with your blessed Apostles and
glorious Martyrs and with all the Saints, on whose constant intercession in your
presence we rely for unfailing help.
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May this Sacrifice of our reconciliation, we pray, O Lord, advance the peace and
salvation of all the world. Be pleased to confirm in faith and charity your pilgrim
Church on earth, with your servant N. our Pope and N. our Bishop, the Order of
Bishops, all the clergy, and the entire people you have gained for your own.
Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, whom you have summoned before
you: in your compassion, O merciful Father, gather to yourself all your children
scattered throughout the world. To our departed brothers and sisters and to all
who were pleasing to you at their passing from this life, give kind admittance to
your kingdom. There we hope to enjoy forever the fullness of your glory through
Christ our Lord, through whom you bestow on the world all that is good.
Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.
All Amen.
For The Communion Rite, see page 10

THE COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy,
we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress,
as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
All For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace
and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All offer one another a sign, in keeping with local customs, that expresses peace, communion & charity.

All Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.
All Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.
If you are not in full communion with the Catholic Church and so unable to receive Holy Communion but
would like to receive a blessing, please approach the minister with one arm across your chest.
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THE CONCLUDING RITES
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION for the First Sunday of Advent
P. May these mysteries, O Lord, in which we have participated, profit us, we pray,
for even now, as we walk amid passing things,
you teach us by them to love the things of heaven
and hold fast to what endures. Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION for the Second Sunday of Advent
P. Replenished by the food of spiritual nourishment,
we humbly beseech you, O Lord, that, through our partaking in this mystery,
you may teach us to judge wisely the things of earth
and hold firm to the things of heaven. Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION for the Third Sunday of Advent
P. We implore your mercy, Lord, that this divine sustenance
may cleanse us of our faults and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
All Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION for the Fourth Sunday of Advent
P. Having received this pledge of eternal redemption, we pray, almighty God,
that, as the feast day of our salvation draws ever nearer,
so we may press forward all the more eagerly
to the worthy celebration of the mystery of your Son’s Nativity.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
All Amen.
SOLEMN BLESSING
P. May the almighty and merciful God,
by whose grace you have placed your faith in the First Coming of his Only
Begotten Son and yearn for his coming again, sanctify you by the radiance of
Christ's Advent and enrich you with his blessing.
All Amen.
P. As you run the race of this present life,
may he make you firm in faith, joyful in hope and active in charity. All Amen.
P. So that, rejoicing now with devotion at the Redeemer's coming in the flesh,
you may be endowed with the rich reward of eternal life
when he comes again in majesty.
All Amen.
P. And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, † and the Holy
Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever.
All Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
Or Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
Or` Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
Or` Go in peace.
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All Thanks be to God.
All Thanks be to God.
All Thanks be to God.
All Thanks be to God.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 1 OF ADVENT, YEAR A
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Isa.2:1-5
The vision of Isaiah son of Amos, concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the Lord
shall tower above the mountains and be lifted higher than the hills.
All the nations will stream to it,
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say:
'Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob
that he may teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths;
since the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.'
He will wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples;
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles.
Nation will not lift sword against nation, there will be no more training for war.
O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psa.121:1-2,4-5,6-9 R/.cf.v.1
R/. I rejoiced when I heard them say: 'Let us go to God's house.'
1. I rejoiced when I heard them say:
'Let us go to God's house'.
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R/.

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
'Peace to your homes!
May peace reign in your walls,
in your palaces, peace!’ R/.

2. It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord.
For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. R/.
4. For love of my brethren and friends
I say: 'Peace upon you!'
For love of the house of the Lord
I will ask for your good. R/.

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Rom.13:11-14
You know 'the time' has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer
than it was when we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight
soon - let us give up all the things we prefer to do under the cover of the dark; let us
arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people do in the
daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no wrangling or
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Ps.84:8

Alleluia, alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help. Alleluia!
Mass texts from The Roman Missal New English Translation 2010 © 2010 Catholic Truth Society
Readings from The Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Company
Ltd. Psalm © The Grail (England) published by Harper Collins. Illustration p.1 www.StFrancisMaidstone
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Mt.24:37-44
Jesus said to his disciples: 'As it was in Noah's day, so will it be when the Son of
Man comes. For in those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking
wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they
suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this when the
Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two
women at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. So stay awake, because you
do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that
if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he
would have stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.'
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 2 OF ADVENT, YEAR A
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Isa.11:1-10
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath)
He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,
his sentences bring death to the wicked.
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea.
That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be glorious.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psa.71:1-2,7-8,12-13,17 R/. cf.v.7
R/. In his days justice shall flourish and peace till the moon fails.
1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king's son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. R/.

2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth's bounds. R/.

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. R/.

4. May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. R/.

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Rom.15:4-9

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something
about hope from the examples scripture gives of how people who did not give up were
helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be
tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and
voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. It can only be to
God's glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated
you. The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God
could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans
to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise you
among the pagans and sing to your name.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lk.3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew

Mt.3:1-12

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and
this was his message: 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' This was the
man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:
A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan
district made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they
confessed their sin. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he said to them, 'Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, "We have Abraham for our father," because, I tell you, God can raise children
for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that
any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise
you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and I
am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the
barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.'
For THE CREED, see p.4
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY 3 OF ADVENT, YEAR A
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Isa.35:1-6.10

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.
Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.
Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb
sing for joy;
for those the Lord has ransomed
shall return.
They will come to Zion shouting for
joy, everlasting joy on their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.

‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R/. Come, Lord, and save us.

Psa.145:6-10 R/.cf.Isa.35:4

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R/.

3. It is the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion's God, from age to age. R/.

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
and upholds the widow and orphan. R/.
A reading from the letter of Saint James
Jas.5:7-10
Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. Think of a farmer: how
patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn
rains and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because
the Lord's coming will be soon. Do not make complaints against one another so as
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be seen waiting
at the gates. For your example in submitting with patience, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Isa.61:1 (Lk.4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. Alleluia!
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A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Mt.11:2-1.1
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask
him, 'Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?'
Jesus answered, 'Go back and tell John what you hear and see, the blind see again,
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised
to life and the Goad News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who
does not lose faith in me.'
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to die people about John:
'What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No?
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who
wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom
scripture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare
your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater
than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he is.'
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 4 OF ADVENT, YEAR A
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Isa.7:20-14
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, 'Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself
coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.'
'No,' Ahaz answered, 'I will not put the Lord to the test.'
Then Isaiah said: 'Listen now, House of David:
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men
without trying the patience of God, too?
The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign.
It is this: the maiden is with child
and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Emmanuel,
a name which means “God-is-with-us”.'
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R/. Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.
1. The Lord's is the earth and its fullness
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. R/.

Psa.23:1-6 R/.vv.7,10

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. R/.
3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. R/.
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A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Rom.1:1-7
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and
specially chosen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago through his
prophets in the scriptures. This news is about the Son of God who, according to the
human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord
who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed
Son of God in all his power through his resurrection from the dead. Through him we
received grace and our apostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith to all
pagan nations in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, and by his call
belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God's beloved in Rome, called to
be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt.1:23
Alleluia, alleluia! The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will
call him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
Mt.1:18-24
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph
but before they came to live together she was found to be with child through the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her
publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this
when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 'Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived
what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him
Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.' Now all this
took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son. And they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means 'God-is-with-us'. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel
of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 1 OF ADVENT, YEAR B
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Isa.63:16-17,64:1,3-8
You, Lord, yourself are our Father, Our Redeemer is your ancient name. Why, Lord,
leave us to stray from your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you?
Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your inheritance.
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down
- at your Presence the mountains would melt.
No ear has heard no eye has seen any god but you act like this
for those who trust him.
You guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in mind.
You were angry when we were sinners; we had long been rebels against you.
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We were all like people unclean, all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing.
We have all withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the wind.
No one invoked your name or roused himself to catch hold of you.
For you hid your face from us and gave us up to the power of our sins.
And yet, Lord, you are our Father;
we the clay, you the potter, we are all the work of your hand.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psa.79:2-3,15-16,18-19 R/.v.4

R/. God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.

1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might.
O Lord, come to our help. R/.

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. R/.

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. R/.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 1Cor.1:3-9
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. I never
stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank
him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and
preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will
not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus
Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last
day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to
his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help. Alleluia!

Ps.84:8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Mk.13:33-37
Jesus said to his disciples: 'Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know
when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home,
and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper
to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the
house is coming, evening, midnight, cock-crow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he
must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!'
For THE CREED, see p.4
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY 2 OF ADVENT, YEAR B
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Isa.40:1-5,9-11
'Console my people, console them', says your God. 'Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she
has received from the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.'
A voice cries, 'Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.'
Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, 'Here is your God.'
Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psa.84:9-14 R/.v.8
R/. Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.
1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace,
peace for his people.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. R/.

3. The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.
R/.

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven. R/.
A reading from the second letter of Saint Peter
2Pet.3:8-14
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, 'a day'
can mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not
being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is
being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to
change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the
sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it
contains will be burnt up. Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should
be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for the Day of God to come,
when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are
waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where
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righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your
best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lk.3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Mk.1:1-8
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in
the book of the prophet Isaiah:
Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way. A
voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.
And so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of
Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river
Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived
on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his preaching he said, 'Someone is
following me, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel
down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, but he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit.'
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 3 OF ADVENT, YEAR B
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Isa.61:1-2,10-11
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken;
to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.
I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God,
for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation,
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in her jewels.
For as the earth makes fresh things grow, as a garden makes seeds spring up,
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the nations.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R/. My soul rejoices in my God.

Lk.1:46-50,53-54 R/.Isa.61:10

1. My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages shall call me blessed.
R/.
- 21 -

2. The Almighty works marvels for
me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. R/.

3. He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.

(3cont.) He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. R/.

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 1Thess.5:16-24
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, because
this is what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus. Never try to suppress the Spirit or
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think before you do anything-hold on to what
is good and avoid every form of evil. May the God of peace make you perfect and
holy; and may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the corning
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and he will not fail you.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Isa.61:1 (Lk.4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
Jn.1:6-8.19-28
A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came as a witness, as a witness
to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him. He was not the
light, only a witness to speak for the light. This is how John appeared as a witness.
When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 'Who are you?'
he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, 'I am not the Christ.' 'Well then,'
they asked, 'are you Elijah?' 'I am not,' he said. 'Are you the Prophet?' He answered,
'No.' So they said to him, 'Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?' So John said, 'I am, as Isaiah
prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord.'
Now these people had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question
to him, 'Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the
prophet?' John replied, 'I baptise with water; but there stands among you - unknown
to you - the one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.'
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising.
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 4 OF ADVENT, YEAR B
A reading from the second book of Samuel
2Sam.7:1-5,8-12,14,16
Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had given him rest from all the
enemies surrounding him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, 'Look, I am living in a
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent.' Nathan said to the king, 'Go and
do all that is in your mind, for the Lord is with you.' But that very night the word of the
Lord came to Nathan: 'Go and tell my servant David, "Thus the Lord speaks: Are you
the man to build me a house to dwell in? I took you from the pasture, from following
the sheep, to be leader of my people Israel; I have been with you on all your
expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I will give you fame as great
as the fame of the greatest on earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will
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plant them there and they shall dwell in that place and never be disturbed again; nor
shall the wicked continue to oppress them as they did, in the days when I appointed
judges over my people Israel; I will give them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will
make you great; the Lord will make you a House. And when your days are ended and
you are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the offspring of your body after
you and make his sovereignty secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me.
Your House and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me and your throne
be established for ever."'
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R/. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord.

Psa.88:2-5,27,29 R/.cf.v.2

1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever,
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. R/.
2. 'I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:
I will establish your dynasty for ever
and set up your throne through all ages.' R/.
3. He will say to me: 'You are my father, my God,
the rock who saves me.'
I will keep my love for him always;
for him my covenant shall endure. R/.
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Rom.16:25-27
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live according to the Good News
I preach, and in which I proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept
secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be broadcast to pagans
everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has
predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He alone is
wisdom; give glory therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me. Alleluia!

Lk.1:38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Lk.1:26-38
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. He went in and said to her, 'Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.'
She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could
mean, but the angel said to her, 'Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour.
Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will
be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne
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of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will
have no end.' Mary said to the angel, 'But how can this come about, since I am a
virgin?' 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you,' the angel answered, 'and the power of
the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be
called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age,
herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth
month, for nothing is impossible to God.' 'I am the handmaid of the Lord,' said Mary,
'let what you have said be done to me.' And the angel left her.
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 1 OF ADVENT, YEAR C
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
Jer.33:14-16
See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I am going to fulfil the
promise I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah:
'In those days and at that time, I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David,
who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land.
In those days Judah shall be saved and Israel shall dwell in confidence.
And this is the name the city will be called: The Lord-our-integrity.'
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
R/. To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach
me: for you are God my Saviour. R/.

Psa.24:4-5,8-9,10,14 R/. v.1
2. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. R/.

3. His ways are faithfulness and love
for those who keep his covenant and will.
The Lord's friendship is for those who revere him;
to them he reveals his covenant. R/.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 1Thess.3:12-4:2
May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love one another
and the whole human race as much as we love you. And may he so confirm your
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless in the sight of our God and Father
when our Lord Jesus Christ comes with all his saints. Finally. brothers and sisters,
we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and more progress
in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as you learnt
from us, and as you are already living it. You have not forgotten the instructions we
gave you on the authority of the Lord Jesus.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help. Alleluia!
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Ps.84:8

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
Lk.21:25-28,34-36
Jesus said to his disciples: 'There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on
earth nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men
dying of fear as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads
high, because your liberation is near at hand. Watch yourselves, or your hearts will
be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day
will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come down on every living
person on the face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength to
survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son of
Man.'
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 2 OF ADVENT, YEAR C
A reading from the prophet Baruch
Bar.5:1-9
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress,
put on the beauty of the glory of God for ever,
wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around you,
put the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head:
since God means to show your splendour to every nation under heaven,
since the name God gives you for ever will be,
'Peace through integrity, and honour through devotedness'.
Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the east:
see your sons reassembled from west and east at the command of the Holy One,
jubilant that God has remembered them.
Though they left you on foot, with enemies for an escort,
now God brings them back to you like royal princes carried back in glory.
For God has decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the everlasting hills,
the filling of the valleys to make the ground level
so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God.
And the forests and every fragrant tree
will provide shade for Israel at the command of God;
for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory
with his mercy and integrity for escort.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psa.125 R/.v.3
R/. What marvels the Lord worked for us! Indeed we were glad.
1. When the Lord delivered Zion from
bondage, it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. R/.

2. The heathens themselves said:
'What marvels the Lord worked for them!'
What marvels the Lord worked for us.
Indeed we were glad. R/.
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3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. R/.

4. They go out, they go out, full of tears
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. R/.

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians
Phil.1:3-6,8-11
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you have helped to
spread the Good News from the day you first heard it right up to the present. I am
quite certain that the One who began this good work in you will see that it is finished
when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you all, loving
you as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that your love for each other may
increase more and more and never stop improving your knowledge and deepening
your perception so that you can always recognise what is best. This will help you to
become pure and blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will
reach the perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and
praise of God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Lk.3:4,6
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Lk.3:1-6
In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar's reign, when Pontius Pilate was governor of
Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea
and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the pontificate of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He
went through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah:
A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low,
winding ways will be straightened and rough roads made smooth.
And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.
For THE CREED, see p.4

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 3 OF ADVENT, YEAR C
A reading from the book of Zephaniah
Zeph.3:14-18
Shout for joy, daughter of Zion, Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart, daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence; he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem;
Zion, have no fear, do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst, a victorious warrior.
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He will exult with joy over you, he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you as on a day of festival.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Isa.12:2-6 R/.v.6
R/. Sing and shout for joy for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
1. Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. R/.

3. Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst
is the Holy One of Israel. R/.

2. Give thanks to the Lord,
give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. R/.

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians
Phil 4:4-7
I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your
happiness. Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is
no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with
prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we
can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Isa.61:1 (Lk.4:18)
Alleluia, alleluia! The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor. Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Lk.3:10-18
When all the people asked John, 'What must we do?' he answered, 'If anyone has
two tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with something
to eat must do the same.' There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and
these said to him, 'Master, what must we do?' He said to them, 'Exact no more than
your rate.' Some soldiers asked him in their turn, 'What about us? What must we
do?' He said to them, 'No intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!' A
feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think
that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, 'I baptise you with
water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am
not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the
wheat into his barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.' As well
as this, there were many other things he said to exhort the people and to announce
the Good News to them.
For THE CREED, see p.4
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY 4 OF ADVENT, YEAR C
A reading from the prophet Micah
Mic.5:1-4
The Lord says this: You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me the one who is to rule over Israel;
his origin goes back to the distant past, to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them
till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth.
Then the remnant of his brothers will come back to the sons of Israel.
He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord,
with the majesty of the name of his God. They will live secure, for from then on he will
extend his power to the ends of the land. He himself will be peace.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psa.79:2-3,15-16,18-19 R/.v.4
R/. God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved.
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help. R/.

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it, the vine your
right hand has planted. R/.

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. R/.
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Heb.10:5-10
This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for sin; then I
said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, 'God, here I am! I am coming to
obey your will.' Notice that he says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the
things to be offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices
for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he says: Here I am! I am coming to
obey your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it with the second. And this will was
for us to be made holy by the offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! I am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me. Alleluia!

Lk.1:38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Lk.1:39-45
Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of Judah. She
went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary's greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
She gave a loud cry and said, 'Of all women you are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes,
blessed is she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.'
For THE CREED, see p.4
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