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4th March 2018 - Third Sunday of Lent, Year B
11th March 2018 - Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year B

Day & Time
Sat. 6pm
Sun. 10.30am
Mon. 2pm
Tue. 10am
Wed. 2pm
Thur. 2.20pm
Thur. 3.30pm
Fri. 1pm
Sat. 6pm
Sun. 10.30am
Mon. 7pm
Tue. 10am
Wed. 2pm
Thur. 7pm
Fri. 10am
Sat. 6pm
Sun. 10.30am

Mass or Service
Third Sunday of Lent
Third Sunday of Lent
of Lent
of Lent
Ss Perpetua & Felicity Mm
Funeral: Mary Spencely
Reception: Marie Varley
Requiem: Marie Varley
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Fourth Sunday of Lent
of Lent
of Lent
of Lent
of Lent
of Lent
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Mass Intention
Jeff Kelly

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confessions
Saturday 5.20-5.50pm; Thurs. 15th 6.15-6.35pm
Thanks safe operation
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Michael Roberts
6-7pm, Thurs. 15th March
Charlie Ware
SICK Please pray for: Derek Atkins, Rita Bissett,
Sharon Lazenby
Rosemary Broadbent, Christopher Browne, Betty
York Crematorium Freed, Kathleen Grice, Jean Halford, Eamon Heslop,
EM Church
Teresa McCann, Callum McKenzie, Manuel
EM Church
Montoro-Blanch, Mary Wallace, Matthew Wilde,
Mark Bailey
Dolores Williams, Christopher.
Christopher Bell
EM Liturgy Committee Meeting
Jim Quinn
11.40am,
Sun. 4th March - Holy Week Planning
Morvilla Reed
First Holy Communion Course
Kathleen Budd
Meeting: 11.30am, Sunday 11th March
Jim Walsh
Charlie Ware
First Confessions: 6pm, Monday 12th March
Jozef & Stanislawa
Day of Reconciliation - Saturday 24th March
Wasniowski
Confessions 10am-1pm, St Wilfrid’s Church, York
For the People

ST PATRICK'S DAY - Concelebrated
TEEN LIT. REFUGEE SUPPORT
Mass,
12noon, Sat. 17 March, St George's Church.
Through a variety of events during 2017, the Teens
Refreshments
available in the Sacristy after Mass so
raised £1200 to support refugees. Last Sunday they
as
to
give
people
a chance to enjoy the craic at the St
decided to split this money equally between: SVP work
Patrick's Festival in Parliament Street. See York
in Middlesbrough; CAFOD work in Myanmar/Syria; &
Irish Association for full timetable of event.
direct relief to refugees around the Calais area in France.
CHRISM MASS 12Noon Tue. 27th Mar. 2018, St
May God bless the good will of all our young people.
Mary’s Cathedral. Depart 10am, Back 5pm. Tel.

EM SVP SENIOR PARISHIONERS’ PARTY 25 Feb. Catherine 415859/07950 488685. Pick up St Aelred.
Many thanks to the SVP and friends for bringing
THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE Ryan Day Senior
together a great mix of our senior parishioners and
Policy Officer, Defence of Freedom International. 8pm,
sick/housebound parishioners for a lovely afternoon.
Sun. 4th March, Hull Uni Catholic Chaplaincy, 117
OCCASION CHOIR - "Britain......with Love"
We are delighted to welcome the Occasion Choir to perform
this concert of in EM Hall, 7.30pm, Friday 16 March.
Tickets £8, which includes 1/2 glasses of wine, soft drinks
and nibbles. Proceeds to the Parish Maintenance Fund. The
Choir have been good supporters of the Church in recent
years so please come along and show your support for them.

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY Collection 24/25 Feb. Every
pound doubled! - The UK Government will match, pound
for pound, public donations to selected charity appeals that
tackle poverty in developing countries. Thanks for donations
already received. Please make any more donations today.

Cottingham Rd, Hull HU5 2DH.

SCIENCE & GOD? John Lennox Professor of
Mathematics (emeritus) Oxford University. 7.30pm,
Wed. 13th March, Allan Lecture Theatres, East
Building, Hull University.
Catholics In Healthcare: Men And Women
Of Conscience - one day conference for juniors
and students of the healthcare professions (doctors,
nurses, midwives, medical students, nursing
students etc.). 11.15am-5.30pm, Sat 10th March,
Tyburn Convent, London. Donation £10 (incl.
lunch). See CatholicMedicalAssociation.org.uk

YORK JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP 7.30pm, 12th March, Society for the Protection of Unborn Children SPUC
St Bede’s. To formulate our future programme. All welcome. Youth Conference 9th - 11th March, Staffs.See spuc.org.uk
COLLECTION 17.2.18: £719.58 (£314.18 Loose, £405.40 Gift Aid) Thank you.
CAFOD Collection 25 Feb.
COLLECTION 25.2.18: £730.20 (£348.80 Loose, £381.40 Gift Aid) Thank you.
£826.97 - Thank You
100 Club: 18.2.18 A. Seddon (57); 25.2.18 M. Guilding (52)
GIFT AID: If you pay tax you can make a Gift Aid Declaration. Tel. Martin Nicholson 868743
HOSPITAL: If you or someone you know enters hospital and would like to see a Catholic Chaplain make an explicit
request in the hospital &/or also contact Fr John or the SVP Society Tel. 07709 899246. Hospital Chaplaincy number:
01904 631313.
PARENTS: Please ensure your children are supervised when they go to the hall.

POPE FRANCIS - GENERAL AUDIENCE - Wednesday, 15 November 2017
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
We are continuing with the catecheses on the Holy Mass. To illustrate the beauty of the Eucharistic celebration, I would
like to begin with a very simple aspect: Mass is prayer; rather, it is prayer par excellence, the loftiest, the most sublime,
and at the same time the most “concrete”. In fact it is the loving encounter with God through his Word and the Body and
Blood of Jesus. It is an encounter with the Lord.
But first we must answer a question. What truly is prayer? It is first of all a dialogue, a personal relationship with God.
Man was created as a being in a personal relationship with God who finds his complete fulfillment only in the encounter
with his Creator. The path of life leads toward the definitive encounter with the Lord.
The Book of Genesis states that man was created in the image and likeness of God, who is the Father and Son and Holy
Spirit, a perfect relationship of love which is unity. From this we can understand that we were all created in order to enter
a perfect relationship of love, in the continuous giving and receiving of ourselves so as to be able to find the fulfillment of
our being.
When Moses, before the burning bush, receives God’s call, he asks Him His name. And how does God respond? “I am
who I am” (Ex 3:14). This expression, in its original sense, expresses presence and favour, and indeed, immediately
afterwards God adds: “the Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob” (cf. v. 15). Thus,
when Christ calls his disciples, he, too, calls them so that they may be with Him. This indeed is the greatest grace: being
able to feel that the Mass, the Eucharist, is the privileged moment to be with Jesus and, through him, with God and with
brothers and sisters.
Praying, as every true dialogue, is also knowing how to be in silence — in dialogues there are moments of silence — in
silence together with Jesus. When we go to Mass, perhaps we arrive five minutes early and begin to chat with the person
next to us. But this is not the moment for small talk; it is the moment of silence to prepare ourselves for the dialogue. It is
the moment for recollection within the heart, to prepare ourselves for the encounter with Jesus. Silence is so important!
Remember what I said last week: we are not going to a spectacle, we are going to the encounter with the Lord, and
silence prepares us and accompanies us. Pausing in silence with Jesus. From this mysterious silence of God springs his
Word which resonates in our heart. Jesus himself teaches us how it is truly possible to “be” with the Father and he shows
us this with his prayer. The Gospels show us Jesus who withdraws to secluded places to pray; seeing his intimate
relationship with God, the disciples feel the desire to be able to take part in it, and they ask him: “Lord, teach us to pray”
(Lk 11:1). We heard it in the First Reading, at the beginning of the Audience. Jesus responds that the first thing
necessary for prayer is being able to say “Father”. Let us take heed: if I am not able to say “Father” to God, I am not
capable of prayer. We must learn to say “Father”, that is, to place ourselves in his presence with filial trust. But to be able
to learn, we must humbly recognize that we need to be taught, and to say with simplicity: ‘Lord, teach me to pray’.
This is the first point: to be humble, to recognize ourselves as children, to rest in the Father, to trust in him. To enter the
Kingdom of Heaven, it is necessary to become little, like children. In the sense that children know how to trust; they know
that someone will take care of them, of what they will eat, of what they will wear and so on (cf. Mt 6:25-32). This is the first
perspective: trust and confidence, as a child toward his parents; to know that God remembers you, takes care of you, of
you, of me, of everyone.
The second condition, too, is being precisely like children; it is to let ourselves be surprised. A child always asks
thousands of questions because he wants to discover the world; and he even marvels at little things because everything
is new to him. To enter the Kingdom of Heaven we must let ourselves be astonished. In our relationship with the Lord, in
prayer — I ask — do we let ourselves be astonished or do we think that prayer is speaking with God as parrots do? No,
it is trusting and opening the heart so as to let ourselves be astonished. Do we allow ourselves to be surprised by God
who is always the God of surprises? Because the encounter with the Lord is always a living encounter; it is not a
museum encounter. It is a living encounter, and we go to Mass, not to a museum. We go to a living encounter with the
Lord.
The Gospel speaks of a certain Nicodemus (Jn 3:1-21), an elderly man, an authority in Israel, who goes to Jesus to get
to know him; and the Lord speaks to him of the need to “be born anew” (cf. v. 3). But what does it mean? Can one be
“reborn”? Is it possible to return to having the zest, the joy, the wonder of life, even in the face of so much tragedy? This
is a fundamental question of our faith, and this is the longing of every true believer: the longing to be reborn, the joy of
beginning anew. Do we have this longing? Does each of us have the wish to be born ever anew in order to meet the Lord?
Do you have this wish? Indeed, one can easily lose it because, due to so many activities, so many projects to implement,
in the end we are short of time and we lose sight of what is fundamental: the inner life of the heart, our spiritual life, our
life which is the encounter with the Lord in prayer.
In truth, the Lord surprises us by showing us that he loves us even in our weaknesses. “Jesus Christ ... is the expiation
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn 2:2). This gift, the source of true
consolation — but the Lord always forgives us — this consoles; it is a true consolation; it is a gift that we are given
through the Eucharist, that wedding feast at which the Bridegroom encounters our frailty. Can I say that when I receive
communion during Mass, the Lord encounters my frailty? Yes! We can say so because this is true! The Lord encounters
our frailty so as to lead us back to our first call: that of being in the image and likeness of God. This is the environment of
the Eucharist. This is prayer.

